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ways.    I learned much from them, and I lay a sincere tribute on
the tombs of the dead.
I dare not proceed till I respectfully credit what you have left wafted hither,
I have perused it, own it is admirable (moving awhile among it),
Think nothing can ever be greater, nothing can ever deserve more than it
deserves,
Regarding it intently a long while, then dismissing it,
I stand in my place with my own day here.1
The demand for an independent political Labour Party was the
natural consequence of our active Socialist propaganda, but the
date when that demand became articulate is, I believe, uncertain.
The Fabian Society had been publicly calling on the trade unions
from 1886 onward to put forward fifty candidates of their own as
an independent party,2 but the idea did not receive widespread
approval until the last decade of the nineteenth century, although
the annual conference of Labour organizations provided ample
opportunities for both conversion and decision* On the other
hand, to imagine that the modern Labour Party began with the
formation, in 1900, of the Labour Representation Committee,
would be to ignore the enthusiasm and the conditions out of which
it arose. The ground for the sowing had been prepared by the
labour of many previous generations, for the basic problem of the
economic relationship of labour to capital was as old as written
history. 'Then the officers of the children of Israel came and
cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy
servants? There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they
say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but
the fault is in thine own people/3
The principle of the economic struggle is, indeed, the same
throughout the ages: the incidents of the contest and the occasion
for it may vary; the fundamental trouble remains constant, and it
operates wherever one man, or any minority of men, own and
control the means by which all men must live.
The question of Labour representation had been raised as early
as the second Trade Union Congress, which met in Birmingham in
1869, when a paper on Direct Labour Representation in Parliament
was read by Mr, A. Walton of Brecon, who asked pertinently:
'Why in the session of Parliament which had just closed not one of
its members had taken the trouble to ask: "Why more than a
million and a half of working men were in a state of compulsory
1 Walt Whitman.          * See Fabian Tract 41.           8 Exodus v 15-16.